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Book Reviews
Alexander, Lloyd. The EI Dorado Advenlure. Dutton, 1987. ISBN 0-525-44313-4. I 64pp.
$12.95.
Alexander gained his reputation with fantasy. Lately his books have technically been
historical fiction, but the feeling of fantasy is still present. The EI Dorado Advenlure is the
second derring-<io tale about teenager Holly Vesper and her grandfatherly guardian, Brinton
Garrett, who live in Philadel phia a century ago. Prepaid tickets entice them to Central
America, where life and limb are at stake in a wild drama involving their evil nemesis, Dr.
Helvitius, who is behind a plan to rape the countrys ide and kill a native tribe standing in the
way of enormous riches in the form of oil deposits and lucrative land development.
The roller-coaster plot, full of twists and turns, is perfect fare for those seeking the sheer
fun of deepening mystery and headlong chase. Also appealing is the assortment of unusual
characters - gun runners, sleazy but mechanically gifted twin sailors, a single-minded parrot
- but especially the unpredictable Holly and the well-meaning-yet-fumbling Garrett. While
they are complete opposites - old vs . young, hesitant vs . impulsive, avoiding vs.
confronting - their mutual understanding and affection are touching and memorable. Two
additional merits : (I) the small and polished surprises in Alexander's prose offer an entire
range of delightful discoveries beneath the level of action; and (2) the appeal of Holly Vesper
does not seem to be limited to girls; she is a vigorous model for all readers. -Jim Jacobs
Ansell, Rod, and Rachel Percy, To Fighl the Wild. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1986 (first
American edition). ISBN 0-152-89068-8 . 151pp. $12.95.
A modern-day Robinson Crusoe, this is the true story of a twenty-two-year-old Australian
adventurer who finds himself lost in the Austral ian outback, a totally uninhabited area. The
action is constant except for a few brief pauses to give background information to the reader.
There are also several poems written while the writer was lost. The following is an excerpt
from one of them:
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I have flouted the wild,
I have followed her lure,
Fearless, famil iar, alone;
Yet the end is near,
And the day will come,
When I shall be overthrown.
I would recommend To Fighl Ihe Wild to anyone who enjoys adventure. However, there may
be some who would be offended by the mild violence. - J ohn Baxter
Arnold, Eric H. and Jeffrey Loeb (editors). I'm Telling! Kids Talk aboul Brolhers and Sislers.
lIIustrated by G. Brian Karas. Little, Brown (A Hole in the Sock Book), 1987. ISBN
0-316-05185-3 . 137pp. SI2.95.
Through a series of interviews with 10- to 14-year-olds, Arnold and Jeffrey present, in
young people's own words, what life is like in their families and how they get along with
their brothers and sisters. If you know a young someone who is curious about how other kids
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cope, this is their book. How do others deal with tagging along when older brothers or
sisters go places? What about sharing special secrets, starting fights, telling funny jokes,
using stuff without permission, tattling about everything, or treating each other fairly? Do
kids ever wonder if they will survive?
The responses are organized according to subject. Multi-faceted, the book can be used for
ideas on how to get along better with a brother or sister, or it can simply be read for the
pleasure of seeing the fun, the special times, and the problems in other families.
-Marilyn Brown
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Bell, Clare. Tomorrow's Sphinx. McElderry Books, 1986. ISBN 0-{i89-50402-0. 292pp.
$14.95 .
Kichebo, a black cheetah, learns to struggle through life without other cheetahs because her
dark color makes it difficult to hunt. Bothered by her coloration, she seeks to find out why
she should be different from centuries of other cheetahs. She discovers that she is a guardian
and companion for mankind, a special role. This discovery comes to pass with the help of an
ancient cheetah, Kheknemt, the guardian of Tuthankhamen. Kheknemt trains Kichebo in the
art of the black cheetah and eventually leads her to others of her kind.
This is an exceptional novel from the front cover to the last page. Through these pages,
the cheetah becomes ever more human, while still retaining the elements of a wildcat. The
reader exhilarates in the chase for prey and in the power of Kichebo's movements; he also
develops a keen appreciation for the ancient Egyptians. I felt a strong inclination to seek
further information about Egypt, about the pharoahs, and about the marvelous cheetah.
-Cari Arnett
Boyd, Candy Dawson. Charlie Pippin. Macmillan, 1987. ISBN 0-02-726350-9. 182pp.
$12.95.
Charlie is a young entrepreneur who runs several money-making enterprises at her school.
This is against the rules, of course, and if she gets caught, she will be in real trouble, not
only with the principal but also with her dad.
Charlie's father has been critical of her lately, and he seems to love only her older sister,
who is nearly perfect in his eyes. Her mother says he has not always been that way, but the
war in Vietnam changed him. In order to learn more about the war (and possibly find out some
answers), Charlie joins the war-and-peace committee at school, and decides to do her report on
Vietnam.
She needs to do a lot of research, including personal interviews. She hopes to do an
interview of her dad, but that seems out of the question. Charlie attends a peace march with
her grandmother on the Berkeley campus. This is an eye-opener. Her grandmother also shows
her some pictures and news clippings of her father during the war. Suddenly, getting to
Washington, D.C., to see the Vietnam Memorial becomes her obsession.
This book has a good message, and would probably be enjoyed by younger readers as well
as by eighth- and ninth-graders. I recommend it also to those who had relatives or friends in
the Vietnam war. -Elaine Taylor
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Charlip, Remy, Mary Beth and George Ancona. Handtalk Birthday: A Number and Story Book in
Sign Language. Four Winds Press, 1987. ISBN 0"'()2-718080-8 . Unpaginated.
$14 .95 .
Handtalk Birthday is a picture book for the deaf and for those interested in learning a little
bit about sign language. It was created by Remy Charlip, a teacher, choreographer, and
Director of the National Theatre of the Deaf (among other credits) . George Ancona, aD awardwinning photographer and film maker, did the photography, and Mary Beth, an actress,
teacher, and original member of the National Theatre of the Deaf, posed for the pictures.
The story is a simple one: a middle-aged deaf woman is awakened by her friends (people of
all ages) who have come to celebrate her birthday. They bring presents and a birthday cake
and share the day with her. The delight of this book, however, is in the beautiful color
photos of their celebration and of the finger spelling and sign language they use to
co=unicate. The actors, especially Mary Beth, show lots of expression.
The only problem for the non-sign-reader is that some of the pictures are not clear enough
to understand. In many cases, Ancona's pictures are taken with a long exposure time as the
actors mo ve their hands while signing, and a few of the pictures are rather blurry and hard to
distinguish. But by and large, this is a beautiful book, full of color, fun and humor. Deaf
people will love it, and those who can hear will learn some finger spelling and sign language.
A wonderful book designed to help us more fully appreciate the deaf. -Helen Hoopes
Clayton-Felt, Josh . To Be Seventeen in Israel: Through the Eyes of an American Teenager.
Franklin Walts, 1987. ISBN 0-531-102491. 93pp. S11.90 .
This book presents an excellent view of Israeli society. It is easy and interesting reading,
and the author, a seventeen-year-old American boy, describes Israeli family life, schools, army
service, and recreation, as well as the way Israeli teenagers feel about their country and their
lives .
One of the most interesting aspects of the book is the direct quotations from the teenagers
themselves, particularly about the army and their need to serve. One of them, for instance,
discusses his feelings about the war in Lebanon, and of a time when he himself had to kill a
kid who was an enemy. Josh Clayton-Felt is open and unbiased in his presentation. He tells
it like it is, without moralizing . For example, he clarifies the one teenager's war experience
by noting : "I should say that the army isn't like this for everyone."
This book would be of interest to American teenagers because the author compares his
feelings about Israeli life with his feelings about American life. Having travelled through
Israel myself, I must say that I felt this book was both real istic and enlightening. It
accurately portrays Israeli teenagers' lives. If I were a history teacher, I would use this book
in my classroom. -Michelle Barrow
Cleaver, Vera. Moon Lake Angel. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1987. ISBN 0-688-04952-4.
135pp. $11.75.
Even the nameless taxicab driver showed more concern for ten-year-old Kitty than Kitty's
mother did. Self-absorbed, her mother thought nothi ng of keeping Kitty in a home for
unwanted children, or at the neighbor's, any neighbor's. Not recog nizing that it was in these
homes she was valued and wanted, Kitty yearned to live with her mother. In attempt after
attempt to gain her mother's attention, and suffering rejection upon rejection, Kitty was
finally convinced
that hcr mother was
NEVER going to accept her.
Published
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When Kitty had the perfect opportunity for revenge, that precious hour when she could bring
pain into her mother's life and perhaps ruin her marriage, she was overcome by a strange
sensation: "Because of some source of gentility and breeding, from some alien well of
refinement and intelligence, there rose in her something that stepped in and took hold. It had
a heart and the heart of it was hopefu l." Kitty had started to heal.
Vera Cleaver explores, through Kitty, the abandonment feared by all children. The adult
figures that surround her, with the flagrant exceptions of her mother and friends, recognize her
dilemma, contrasting acceptance with harshness and subtly confiding that they too had
survived (or at least understood) the powerful emotions created by parental rejection.
-Marilyn Brown
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Coleman, Hila. Weekend Sisters. Morrow, 1985. ISBN 0-688-05785-3. 169pp. $10.25.
Weekend Sisters is a timely story written with today's young adult in mind. It deals with
some very important issues that many young people can relate to. Amanda is just coming to
terms with her parents' divorce when her mother drops a bombshell on her: her father is
getting married again. If that weren't trouble enough, the woman he has fallen in love with
has a daughter just slightly older than Amanda. This new wrinkle will thoroughly complicate
Amanda's weekend visits with her father because now she will have to share him with two
others. This prospect does not thrill her at all.
When Amanda first meets her stepmother and stepsister-to-be, she is struck by Fern's
beauty. She is not prepared to be friends yet, however, and Fern's attitude toward her is aloof.
She seems to be conceited and spoiled. As time goes by, Amanda discovers something about
Fern that is very disturbing: she steals. First it is Amanda's boyfriend, but later it becomes
much more serious. Amanda must make some very hard choices concerning what she knows
about Fern.
In addition, Amanda is beginn ing to feel that her father does not love her much anymore.
He has showered so much attention on his new wife and stepdaughter that Amanda feels left
out. She worries about why her parents got divorced in the first place, and wonders if she had
anything to do with it. These are feelings that many children have when their parents divorce,
and I'm sure that many young people will see themselves in Amanda.
I liked this book very much and would recommend it as good reading material for teens, as it
gives insight into the kinds of problems they could encounter in their own lives.
-Elaine Taylor

Cooney, Caroline B. Don't Blame the Music . Putnam (Pacer Books), 1986. ISBN 0-44847778-5 . 172pp. $13 .95.
Susan Anne Hall is a senior whose only real concerns are finding an innovative idea for the
A
music section of the yearbook and getting gorgeous Anthony to notice her. But Susan's life
9-12
quickly grows more complicated whcn her older sister, Ashley, comes home after three years of
Fict
silence. Ashley (nicknamed Trash) craves an audience, and she'll do anything to get one.
Having failed miserably at finding it as a rock star, Ashley forces her family to notice her by
lashing out in fits of anger and violence. Susan tolerates Ashley's cutting up her designer
sweater, redecorating her room with the insides of her entire tape collection, and slitting the
throats of every stuffed animal she owns. She even manages to weather the commotion and
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol7/iss5/3
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gossip that Ashley's return causes at school. But Ashley's violence begins to reach some
frightening extremes, and it becomes obvious that something must be done.
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This is a sensitive story about family SOlidarity, interlaced with Susan's victory over
Shepherd Grenville, the snobbish chief editor of the yearbook, and her discovery that Wh it,
who had once frightened her, is really a more interesting person than Anthony. The book is
full of insights such as: popular kids don't always make the best friends. It is beautifully
realistic, for although Ashley brings real turmoil into Susan's life for a time, good things
happen to her, too. The book is artfully written - the plot is like super-glue and the theme
(that each individual is responsible for his own happiness) is subtly but thoroughly made
clear. Sure to succeed with a variety of readers . -Jocll Goodey
Crossley-Holland, Kevin. Storm. lIlustrated by Alan Marks. William Heinemann, a Banana
Book, 1985. ISBN 0-435-00101-9. 42pp. £2.50.
Most of us perceive that the longer a prize has been running the more predictable the prize
book choice becomes. Last year's Carnegie, just arrived, certainly shatters any preconceptions
and seems to have upset the very ones who used to complain of dull predictability.
Slorm is a Banana Book, one of a British series of reading skill builders for seven- to nineyear-olds. Is this the world of Seuss revisited? Fortunately not. When there is no other way
to su=on the doctor, the phooe being dead, Annie prepares to walk through a midnight
storm to the village, even though she is terrified of the ghostly horseman at the ford . She is
(of course) given a ride into the village by an unknown horseman, and what follows is an
excellent piece of stream-of-consciousness writing. I've read this three times and find that the
story gets more interesting each time. I certainly admire Crossley-Holland's skill in what
must be a very restricted format. -Thorn Hinckley
Crutcher, Chris. Slolan! Greenwillow, 1986. ISBN 0-688-05715-2. 183pp. $10.25.
What's a stotan? That's what Walker Dupree and his tea=ates, especially Nortie, would
like to know. Walker is in his senior year at Robert Frost High School, and is captain of the
swim team. The other major characters in the story arc his fellow teammates, Jeff, Nortie, and
Lionel (Lion); their swimming coach, Max; and the one-of-the-guys girl, Elaine. Elaine has
always been just one of the guys, that is, until Walker feels himself falling in love with her
- a development that provides a major complication in his life, as he already has a steady
girlfriend. But Elaine is only a part of the story. Everyone of the main characters is fully
drawn and interesting to the reader. You get involved in their lives, and you like them. You
laugh together, and when the time comes, you hurt together.
When Max offers a "Stotan Week" during Christmas vacation, the team members sign up for
it and are pushed to the limits of their physical abilities . During that week, they also decide
to stay together at Lion's apartment and find themselves also pushed to unusual emotional
limits, as they let down barriers to each other. Walker has a brother who pushes drugs, Lion
is an orphan living on his own, Nortie is the victim of an abusive father, and Jeff - well,
Jeff is dying . Lest all this become too depressing, Crutcher enlivens the story with reports of
Walker's attempts to break up with his girlfriend and descriptions of Lion's bachelor pad. (He
has a seatbelt on his toilet.)
Chris Crutcher writes everything well. His dialog ue is more than realistic, his humor is
side-splitting, and his portrayals of pain and frustration are heartbreaking. The most
refreshing thing about this book, however, is that it may actually appeal to high school boys,
and it will do so without being vulgar, inconsequential, or fantastic . I get as tired of lockerroom stories
as I ScholarsArchive,
do of bad science 1986
fiction (actually they are related, and Crutcher doesn't let
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that fact slip by unnoticed, either) - and it's encouraging to find an author who can write
absorbing, realistic, and sensitive teenage stories without being preachy or maudlin.
Crutcher's first novel, Running Loose, was an ALA Best Book in 1983. This is probably
another prize-winner. -Tammy Hinckley
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Dana, Barbara. Necessary Parties. Harper & Row, 1986. ISBN 0-06-021408-2. 342pp.
$14.89.
Chris Mills is shocked, upset, hurt, lost at the announcement that his parents are getting a
divorce. His concern is not just for himself, but also for his little sister, Jenny. He knows
his parents haven't been getting along the way they once did; he knows they haven't been a
happy, involved, together family like they once were.
The counselor at school sets up a "divorce group" for the growing numbers of students from
broken homes. They meet and talk. They keep journals, at least a paragraph a day.
Purportedly this book is Chris's journal. Chris and Mr. Dunfee decided other kids might get
something from it.
Jenny, age six, withdraws and reverts. She wears earmuffs, supposedly so she can't hear
people; she spends more time in a fantasy world; she disappears. The mother spends most of
the time in the bathtub. Chris seems to be taking care of Jenny, including cooking for her.
The father is at the Holiday Inn.
Chris, who keeps saying he's not going to let it happen and that he's going to do
something about it, does find a crazy, wonderful lawyer, Corelli. He will help Chris, as a
necessary party, sue his parents.
In the courtroom, Chris tell them, "You get all caught up and you forget us." He reminds
his mother of her whales, articles, hair appointments, tennis, and jogging, and asks, "Where
do we come in?" The father starts defending the mother. Corelli remind s them of their
marriage contract and the implied responsibility to their children. Chris tells the judge he
knows this divorce is a mistake because they do care about each other. He reminds the judge
that children are seldom consulted. The judge admits all this but says he can't make couples
stay together if they don't want to be together.
By then the mother is crying and the father tells the judge that he thinks they do need to try
harder to make the marriage work. And they need to consider the whole family once more. It
ends with Chris meeting Jenny's bus to tell her Daddy is back.
It is funny and moving. Jenny and Funny Bunny Richardson (her favorite stuffed animal)
are sad and wonderful. The lawyer, who had learned that the law is not always just and had
become an auto mechanic instead, has a happy experience with the law. Maybe adults should
read this book even more than their children should. -Elizabeth Wahlquist

Dygard, Thomas J. Halfback Tough. Morrow, 1986. ISBN 0--{i88-05925-2. 210pp. $11.75.
Halfback Tough realistically presents the problem of a teenage boy's attempts to leave the
B+
past behind him and find a place at his new school. Joe Atkins, who was a smoking, drinking
troublemaker at his old school, decides to tryout for the football team at his new school. He
7 -9
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not only makes the team but becomes the star player, a local hero . However, Marty and
Richard, his old friends, are only three hours away and they continually drop in to remind Joe
that he is "different" from his "snooty" teammates.
Dygard's book, though not complex or profound, will appeal to teenagers, especially those
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol7/iss5/3
interested in football. The vivid descriptions of the football plays create a tension that allows 6

Jacobs et al.: Book Reviews
CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW 13
the reader to place himself in the stadium rooting for Joe and his team. Although Joe's
relationships with his parents, with Marty and Richard, and with his teammates are not fully
developed, young readers will enjoy both the action of the book and the heartwarming story,
-Annette Evans
Field, Rachel. Calico Bush . With the original wood engravings by Allen Lewis. Macmillan,
1987. ISBN 0-02-734610-2 . 201pp. $12.95.
First published in 1931, Calico Bush was chosen as a runner-up for the Newbery Medal in
1932, In 1966, the book was redesigned and re-issued with the original wood engravings, and
now, in 1987, that 1966 edition has been republished.
The story is set in 1742 on the northern coast of Maine. There, thirteen-year-old
Marguerite Ledoux, an orphan whose last remaining relatives have recently died as a result of
illnesses acquired as they immigrated from France to America, finds herself indentured to the
Sargent family , This is the story of their first year in their new location - dangerously close
to hostile Indians.
Calico Bush is an absorbing account of the difficulties and struggles that Marguerite and her
new "family" must face as they try to tame the Maine wilderness. Her friendsh ip with old Aunt
Hepsa, a longtime resident of the area, brings a comfort and strength to Maggie which helps
her to endure the hard, cold winter, as well as the loneliness and destitution that follow a poor
family. Rachel Field helps us see Maggie's growing awareness of herself and her place in life.
Both children and adults will enjoy this book. The wood-cu ts lend beauty to the pages and
help us visualize the story. I was glad to see this well-loved tale made available to another
generation of young people. -Helen Hoopes
Froehlich, Margaret Walden . Reasons to Stay. Houghton Mifflin, 1986. ISBN 0-39541068-1. 181pp. $12.95.
This is a moving and poignant story of three children living in squalid circumstances in
Pennsylvania during the early years of this century. Their young, cheerful and playful mother
dies, and they are left in the care of their father, whom their mother had called Mr. Garber.
Through the tongue of a spiteful neighbor, twelve-year-old Babe discovers that the abusive and
dishonest Mr. Garber is not her father at all and that her mother wasn't married to him. Babe
is ashamed and enraged as she assumes that her mother and real father must not have been
married, either. Her brother Rivius , age eleven, and sister Florence, thirteen (who, as it turns
out, is Mr. Garber's daughter by his legal wife), arc dependent on her; yet her one wish is to
get away from them and Mr. Garber.
After a group of local citizens threaten to put the children in an orphanage, Mr. Garber
angrily takes them away - not th at he shows any care for them. They have an accident near
a grist mill, and the children are takcn in by the mill owners. They are shown great love,
caring and warmth by the father, mother, grandmother, daughter and young son.
Babe still wants to get away from her siblings and find her fathe r's parents. Through a
letter in her mother's belongings, she finds that the survivors of her father's family live near
the grist mill. She runs away to find them, and her rage di ssipates when she discovers the true
circumstances of her mother's life. She also discovers how much she really cares for Rivius
and Florence, and is able to begin a new life with those she loves.
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Froehlich's characters are very believable. The story is exciting and carries the reader
along. In addition, it exemplifies a worthwhile triumph over difficult conditions, and may be
useful for adolescents who are facing their own challenges. ---Carrol Reid
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Gifaldi, David. One Thing for Sure. Clarion, 1986. ISBN 0-89919-462-1. 172pp. $12.95.
This cleverly written story is very enjoyable reading. It presents the internal struggles of a
teenage boy, Dylan, whose father is in prison, and I think it is a realistic representation of
the feelings of such a boy in his early teens. Not only must he deal with his own feelings on
the matter, but he is forced to deal with three former friends who vow they will not be
associated with the son of a "con." These kids go out of their way not only to cut Dylan off
as a friend, but to make additional trouble for him. On one occasion they take the newspapers
he had delivered on his paper route and scatter them all over the neighborhood. This and other
pranks get him into trouble with many people.
One girl, Amy, chooses to disregard the whole business about his father and befriends
Dylan. Together they come up with a clever plan of blackmail to get the other boys to admit
their pranks - a plan that is quite an entertaining solution. The book ends with a tender
scene in the prison visiting room between Dylan and his father. For pure and heartwarming
entertainment, I highly recommend this book. -Scott Patton
Hall, Lynn. The Solitary. Scribner's, 1986. ISBN 0-684-18724-8. 121pp. $11.95.
The Solitary is a well written story about Jane, who, upon graduating from high school,
makes some serious decisions about how to live her life. Her history is that of the loner who
is rejected by peers and relatives because her mother murdered her father.
Jane decides to live her life in her old home and to raise rabbits for a living. The details of
this process are complete enough that the reader understands how Jane succeeds without feeling
bogged down by description.
The character's struggle for idcntity is a major theme of this book, and she is successful not
only in raising rabbits but also in defeating ghosts of her past and in learning coping skills
for the future. This is an outstanding book that would help the loner to search for talents and
the popular student to understand the loner. I recommend it highly. ---Cari Arnett
Hastings, Selina (retold by). Sir Gawain and the Loathly Lady. illustrated by Juan Wijngaard.
Walker, 1985. ISBN 0-744-50295-0. 29pp. £6.95.
Juan Wijngaard, born in South America and trained in England, has become the most recent
winner of the Kate Greenaway medal for his illustrations in Sir Gawain and the Loathly Lady.
Surely King Arthur and his knights have never before been rcndered in such artistic splendour.
One has the impression that all the pages in the book are lavishly illuminated in gold leaf.
And where can you find a more ugly and revolting creature than the Loathly Lady? In addition,
there are all the Latin conceits worked into the pictures.
Selina Hastings has put her heart into a fully Victorian retelling of how Sir Gawain came to
marry the Loathly Lady. Her years at the Daily Telegraph enable her to rivet our attention to
the compelling tale she is telling.
This is easily the most beautiful book I own. -Thorn Hinckley
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Hoban, Russell. The Rain Door. Illustrated by Quentin Blake. Crowell, 1986. ISBN 0-69004577-8 (library binding). Unpaginated. $11.89.
Rus sell Hoban tells a fanciful tale explaining rain, thunder and lightning. Harry is an
innocent bystander who gets involved in producing rain when he tries to find out what the old
rag-and-bone man is saying as he drives his horse and junk wagon down the street. When the
old man shouts, "Rainy numbers up," Harry looks for and finds a misty rain door and, after
some trouble-shooting, helps the rag-and-bone man create rain from an old spout and hose
(attached to a cloud) to keep a lion from attacking his horse, approriately named Lightning.
Harry drives the horse as they sail out of the rain door back into the city, creating a gigantic
storm as Lightning gallops away from the roaring lion, who is being sprayed with the old
man's sprinkler.
Quentin Blake's wet and blurry forms for the rain door and storm are an appropriate contrast
to the hot and dusty-looking people in the park before the thunderstorm gets started. The
dinosaur that Harry creates out of junk, to scare the lion away, is worthy of Rube Goldberg,
and the storm scenes (showing Lightning swishing through the sky with a roaring lion in
pursuit) are my idea of a real thunderstorm.
Hoban has captured the character of the junk man in his tersely enigmatic answers to Harry.
When Harry wants to get in the rain door, he tells the junk man who he is:
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"It's Harry."
"What do you want?" said the voice.
"Rain," said Harry.
"And very reasonable, too," said the voice. "Only it's the line, you see. You'll have
to draw it off."
"I'll bring a pencil," said Harry.
"Not that kind of a line," said the voice. "It's the roaring kind."
"Lion!" said Harry.
"That's what I said," said the voice.
As the story proceeds, Hoban's slightly zany characters begin to make sense, and by the
middle, the reader finds himself checking back to see how mysterious statements at the
beginning fit neatly into the story. Try it with children on a hot summer day.
-Lillian Heil
Howe, James. Stage Fright. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN 0-689-31160-5. 146pp. $10.95.
Stage Fright is another Sebastian Barth mystery. The famous acress Michaele Caraway, who
is also Sebastian's mother's old college roommate, has agreed to star in the Pembroke
(Connecticut) su=er stock theatre production. She arrives with her son, Donovan, to stay at
the Barth home for the two weeks of rehearsals and performances.
Th irteen-year-old Sebastian gets to play Michaele's son in the show, and his two friends,
Corrie and David, get to be apprentices and work in the scenery shop. The mystery starts
quickly, as gifts from a secret admirer start arriving for Michaele . The gifts soon turn to
warnings, however, and the warnings to deliberate "accidents." It becomes obvious that
someone wants the star out of the show. Sebastian enlists the help of his two friends and
together they "untangle the web of theatrical illu sion."
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Howe's book is entertaining, with just the right amount of suspense. The reader will suspect
almost every character, including Michaele's son. The warnings, quotations from
Shakespeare's plays, will stimulate the reader to become better acquainted the the Bard.
Throughout the rehearsals, the reader learns theatre terms, traditions, and superstitions. One
superstition, however, was overlooked (or defied) by the author: it is considered bad luck to
wish an actor good luck before a performance; one should say "break a leg" instead. Howe
breaks this superstition twice. -Dianne Breinholt
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Howker, Janni. The Nature of the Beast. Greenwillow, 1985. ISBN 0--688-042333. 137pp.
$10.25.
The Nature of the Beast is the story of Billy Coward, a teenage English boy who lives with
his father and grandfather on the moors above Haverston. Billy feels himself losing control
of his life when the mill where his father works is shut down and a mysterious beast begins
attacking the local livestock. Billy decides to hunt the beast himself, and one night, alone on
the moor, he comes face to face with the creature. The ending is tensely climactic. Through
this experience, Billy realizes that he cannot change everything he would like to change in
his life, but he also realizes that he has enough courage to keep trying to change the things
he can.
Howker does a wonderful job of leading the reader to an exciting and gripping ending. The
story, told from the first-person point-of-view, uses dialect and situations that are authentic for
that region of England. The climax of the story and the tightly-knit, old-fashioned,
superstitious co=unity are portrayed realistically.
This a book that is thoroughly believable and really fun. The reader feels for Billy and
understands his need to conquer and kill the beast. In hunting the beast, Billy is hunting all
the turmoil and problems in his own life - a situation that most people are faced with at
some time in their lives. -Michelle Barrow
Hurwitz, Johanna. Class Clown. l11ustrated by Sheila Hamanaka. Morrow, 1987. ISBN
0-{)88-06723-9. 100pp. $10.25.
It was barely October and already Mrs. Hockaday, Lucas Cott's third-grade teacher, had sent a
note home to his parents. She told them Lucas was obstreperous (which he thought was a
doctor who delivered babies, so Mrs. Hockaday was predicting his future occupation). Lucas
liked being the class clown. The kids at school expected him to misbehave; it was his
identity. And Cricket Kaufman helped things along . She seemed to get him into trouble .
Ironically, when Lucas did turn over the new leaf his mother had been talking to him about,
Cricket was the one who helped him change his ways.
Hurwitz warmly and convincingly describes the series of events that takes Lucas from the
class cut-up to the winner of "The Best Improved Conduct at the End of the Year Award." She
carries off the change believably and without preaching, allowing Lucas to make honest
changes without robbing him of his personality . -Jim Jacobs
Hyde, Margaret O. Mind Drugs. Dodd, Mead, 1986. ISBN 0--396-08813-9. 191pp. $10.95.
Mind Drugs is a timely and appropriate look at the adolescent drug problem facing our
society. Margaret O. Hyde has obtained information from authorities in the field and compiled
her findings in an organized and interesting manner. Each chapter is an essay in itself about
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some aspect of the drug culture, or about a particular drug. The drugs discussed in the book are
cocaine, marijuana, LSD, heroin and alcohol.
Hyde begins by giving an overview of some of the problems related to drug use, then cites
figures to show how extensive the problem is. She goes into detail on each of the drugs,
showing how they are obtain ed, what the effects and side effects are, and the consequences and
dangers of continued drug use . The information is detailed and presented objectively in a
straightforward manner, allowing individuals to draw their own conclusions and make their
own decisions, although the evidence against drug abuse speaks for itself.
Following the text is a glossary of "street language" that applies to drugs; a series of charts
showing a number of drugs by trade name, other names, med ical uses, and side effects; a
bibliography of books available for further study; a list of agencies where more information
can be obtained; a contract between students and their parents, saying that they will call for a
ride before driving home drunk; and finally, an index.
This book is very useful and all students should be encouraged to read it carefully - it may
change (or even save) their livcs. -John Baxter
Johnson, Annabel and Edgar. A Memory of Dragons. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN 0-689-31263-6.
170pp. $13.95.
Paul Killian, age 18, is working as a technician for the nation's largest defense center. His
employers know he is a genius, gifted in inventing useful electronic tools, and the
government knows there is something Paul wants very much - to get his memory back. Paul
becomes involved in a struggle between those who believe that the United States should
remain whole and those who want the western states to secede. Each side wants Paul and his
special capabilities, but choosing is difficult, and Pau l plays for time by acting as a sort of
spy for both.
Paul also faces a personal struggle, crippled by the memory of his abusive father and an
amnesia that clouds the day his father died, making it possible that he killed his own father.
In an attempt to regain his memory , Paul becomes part of an experimental program that has
some side effects he hadn't anticipated . He becomes haunted by memories - not of his own,
but of an alter ego fighting in another U.S. Civil War, the one of the 1860's. As he is
searching to find the truth about the plot he has become involved in, he is searching to find
the truth about himsel f. He pu shes ahead, afraid of what he might find, but knowing he cannot
stop.
This book is fast-moving, full of action, and dea ls well with feelings of uncertain ty and
guilt, as well as caring. Paul must reac h deep in sid e himself to survive, in spite of his lack of
certainty about his past, and what it might mean for his future . -Carol Lynn McConnell
Kassem, Lou. Listen for Rachel. Macmillan , 1986. ISBN 0-689-50396-2. 164pp. $11.95 .
Listen for Rachel is a romance that revolves around a rich historical event - the American
civil war. The book opens tragica lly, with the death of Rachel's parents. She is forced to
leave her home in the city and live with her grandparents in the mountains of eastern
Tennessee. Although her adjustment to rural life is compl icated by a jealous cous in, Rachel's
love for the beautifu l country oversh adows the gloom.
One of Rachel's favorite pastimes is to accompany the local doctor on her rounds. Due to
lack of money and other resources, natural herbs are used for medic ine. When the doctor dies,
stepping in to help ou t those in that impoveri shed area.
Rachel isbythe
only
one cap able of 1986
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Life in the mountains becomes increasingly difficult as the War comes and families are split
in their loyalties. While Rachel and her grandparents attempt to remain neutral for the welfare
of their family, they realize the impOrlance of the States pulling together; therefore, they
welcome a wounded Yankee soldier who has wandered aimlessly into the mountains. Although
Rachel falls in love with him, she realizes that she could never leave her people to return to
his home. The answer to her prayers comes in the form of a marriage proposal and a promise
to remain in the area.
This romance is beautifully written, and most adolescents would enjoy reading it.
-Ginny West
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Kherdian, David. Bridger: The Story of a Mountain Man. Greenwillow, 1987. ISBN ()...{i8806510-4. 147pp. $11.75.
When Jim Bridger was orphaned at age thirteen, he was apprenticed to a blacksmith for five
years. The week his servitude was completed, the eighteen-year-old signed on with a company
of adventure-seekers "to ascend the river Missouri to its source, there to be employed for one,
two, or three years." For the next two years he did not return from the rugged and beautiful
land virtually unseen by white eyes. During that time he froze, starved, explored, hunted,
trapped, fought Indians, and discovered the Great Salt Lake. He also found his home.
Kherdian covers only these two years of Bridger's life. What happened to him later is
addressed in a short afterword, but further reading will be necessary for those who want a more
detailed look at who Jim Bridger became. These years are the fulcrum of his life, however, and
Kherdian's eye for episode and detail introduce the man and westward expansion solidly and
unforgettably. -Jim Jacobs
Levitin, Sonia. The Return. Atheneum, 1987. ISBN 0-689-31309-8. 211pp. $12.95.
This extremely well-written book is based on Operation Moses, the secret airlifting of
thousands of Ethiopian Jews to Israel during a six-month period in 1984-85. It is . also the
story of Desta, a young Ethiopian Jew whose life is so disrupted that she and her brother and
sister decide to escape, to make the long trek to the Sudan where, they have heard, they may
find transportation to the Promised Land.
Although black and African like their countrymen, the Ethopian Jews are outcasts in their
country. They are blamed for the drought and famine and are caught between the warring
factions that fight amongst themselves as well as against the revolutionary regime. In spite
of persecution and hardship, however, they cling to their beliefs, which have remained
unchanged since biblical times.
It is the dream of the Ethiopian Jews to live and worship in freedom in Israel. It is a dream
requiring great courage, personal deprivation and sacrifice. The Return is a compelling book
about a modern-day exodus - full of fascinating and sensitive cultural imagery - and about a
girl who finds bravery in herself. -Carol Lynn McConnell

Lowry, Lois. Rabble Starkey . Houghton Mifflin, 1987. ISBN 0-395-42506-9. 201pp.
$11.75 .
Rabble's mother works as a housekeeper for Rabble's best friend. She and her mother live
A
above the garage of the family. But when the mother of the house is taken away to a mental
7+https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol7/iss5/3
hospital, Rabble and her mother move into the main house. The next few months are joyful
Fict
for Rabble as her mother takes over the house and they become part of a real family. There
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are delicious meals around the cozy table and fun games before bedtime. Rabble wishes it
would never end, and almost thinks it won't - until one day her friend's mother is discharged
from the hospital.
Lowry has created a delightful story. She captures the feelings of love and belonging for
which Rabble longs. The novel has excellent characterization for its length; it is filled with
characters the reader is sorry to part with when the story is over. Rabble Starkey is a
wonderful novel for read ers of all ages. -----Stephanie Peters
Mayer, Mercer. There's an Alligator Under My Bed. Dial, 1987. ISBN 0-8037-0375-9.
Unpaginated. $11.89.
A boy has trouble sleeping because an alligator is under his bed. When he tries to show his
parents, it is never there. Only he can solve the problem - which he does by luring it into
the garage with a trail of food . Now the difficulty is how his father will get past it to the car,
but that is for someone else to face.
As a longtime fan of Mayer's frogs, monsters, and small-boy shenanigans, I was eager for
this latest book. I was disappointed. Apparently meant to be a companion volume to There's
a Nightmare in My Closet (the size, cover art, and format are strikingly similar, with the boy
somewhat older), the result is derivative instead of complementary. The colors are brighter
and the story itself also less subtle and engaging. The magic is missing .
Considering the book without reference to other Mayer works, it is adequate and should
surely find readers. But a six-year-old I know read it with her father, and did not ask to read it
again. -Jim Jacobs
Mendoza, George. Henri Mouse, the Juggler. Illustrated by Joelle Boucher. Viking Kestrel,
1986. ISBN 0-670-80945-4. Unpaginated. $10.95 .
Mendoza's Henri Mouse of Paris is back. In his first adventure, he was an artist whose
mouse-master paint formula removes from real life everything he paints. The eomedy results
when sides of houses, bridges, and a sundae dis appear. In this book, Henri's last painting is a
red ball thrown by a juggler. The juggler shouts fo r his missing ball but Henri still doesn't
know the results of his art. The painting falls into water, the paper dissolves, and the ball
becomes real again. Henri discovers it is magic and decides to become a juggler. He is a truly
magnificent one, never dropping a ball, but he is also a magical one. His magic ball contains
scenes filled with dancing animals; it multiplies into dozens of balls; it makes rainbows of
balls; it turns into myriads of stars, fish, toys, or whatcver. (The most difficult for juggling
was when it turned into feathers, but Henri managed .) Then one day it turns to a huge ball that
threatens to engulf Paris. Henri succeeds in gelling it back to size, but it pulls him into the
air and becomes the size of a balloon and then a balloon with a gondola. Far below, Henri
hears the juggler still crying for his stolen ball. He notices an ordinary red ball in his
gondola and throws it back to earth, as he looks forward to new adventures.
I loved Henri as an artist and in this book the transition to juggler and juggling feats are
fun, but the ending seems contrived just for the purpose of end ing the story and getting Henri
into a position to go into a new adventure (and a new book). There is no explanation for the
ball being magic in the first pl ace - it is not an ancient mouse-master formula and evidently
not a jugglcr formula, either. No reason is given for the ball to grow to a monstrous size.
Magic doesn't have to be explained in realistic terms; it can make up its own rules, but there
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does need to be some magical logic operating so that the ending doesn't sound like a set-up
for an author to make money on a very likeable hero. -Lillian Heil
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Morris, Winifred. The Jel/-O Syndrome. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN 0-689-31190-7. 159pp.
$12.95.
Seventeen-year-old Stephanie (Steve) Davis is a popular girl in school, but she has never
been out on a date. She has grown up under the wing of her father, who has encouraged her in
the areas of math and computer science and has always assumed that she would attend MIT.
Steve has always looked at girls who are boy-crazy as having the "1ell-O Syndrome," because
they tum into mush when they get around boys.
Then Keith, a cowboy from Texas, moves into town and meets Stephanie. He asks her out
and she begins to wonder if maybe she, too, hasn't been infected with the Jell-O Syndrome.
As she tries to understand these new feelings, and also beg ins to question the plans that she
and her father have made for her future, Stephanie discovers that growing up is not as easy as
she had thought. Her school-required participation in the Rose Princess beauty contest
confuses her even more, as she searches for her own identity. Still, each experience helps
bring her closer to finding out who she really is.
Winifred Morris has a way of making her characters seem like real people who are
constantly growing and changing. We feel that we are growing right along with them. Her
characters find strength in such a real way that young readers would enjoy it (I did get a little
tired of her frequent references to and explanation of the Jell-O Syndrome, however. It was as
if she thought we would forget what it meant.) This is a fine book for girls of 17 and 18 to
read as they struggle ' with all the fears of growing up and going out into the world. Since it is
told completely from Stephanie's point of view (first-person narrative), boys probably would
not enjoy it so much. - Helen Hoopes
Munro, Roxie . The Inside-Outside Book of Washington, D.C. Dutton, 1987. ISBN 0-52544298-7. Unpaginated. $12.95.
Choosing ten attractions of Washington, D.C. (twelve, counting the cover and opening
pages of the book), Munro shows them from the artist's perspective from the inside and the
outside. A few people walk up the expansive steps of the Library of Congress, for instance.
The next page shows a view of the ornate inside of the nation's library. Not a comprehensive
overview of Washington, this is a representative variety of the city's offerings, visually
interpreted by Munro.
The attraction of her vision lies partly in delightful connections. The outside view of the
Bureau of Printing and Engraving shows a family buying ice cream from a street vendor, dollar
bills plainly visible on the outside. The inside view also shows dollar bills, but in sheets on
the presses and in stacks on pallets.
Another part of the appeal is Munro's constantly changing view of what is outside and what
is inside. The view of The National Air and Space Mu seu m is from inside the building. The
next view is from inside the cockpit of a plane, awash with gauges and switches. Only then
does the reader see that the frrst view may have been in side the building, but it was outside the
plane.
Details of the buildings and other attractions in the book are listed on the last page. A
visual treat. -Jim Jacobs
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Peet, Bill. Jethro and Joel Were a Troll. Illustrated by the author. Houghton Mifflin, 1987.
ISBN 0-395-43081-X. 32pp. $12.95.
Two-headed troUs are unusual, but Peet's troll is even more so. Jethro is the kind, sensible
head, and Joel is the grumpy, miserable one who wants to show the world what a terrible
monster a troll is . Peet uses lively language and explosive sounds to describe the destruction
that the grumpy Joel wreaks on the day that Jethro lets him have his way.
Finally the day ends and Jethro proceeds to make amends. The predictable result is that the
people love him (them?) and his monster strength is put to good use in an occupation that I
won't divulge because it goes with a funny twist at the end that you'U want to read yourself.
Peet's rambunctious language is accompanied by his slapdash illustrations, which have a
whimsical appeal even when he describes monsters who are "rampaging" in the countryside.
-Lillian Heil
Pinkwater, Daniel. The Moosepire . Little, Brown, 1986. ISBN 0-316-70811-9. 44pp.
$12.95.
Pinkwater has written an ingenious mystery about the case of the Moosepire, otherwise
known as the moose vampire. However, unless you think like the author, you won't be able
to guess "whodunnit" before page 33, and you'll have to read to the end to see how the Blue
Moose and the Moosepire could be the same animal.
Pinkwater continues to uphold his reputation for outrageous nuttiness, but I discovered a new
dimension for me in this book. 1 found I could increase my vocabulary by three or four words
by looking up the zany-sounding names given to food and places. Most of them are in the
dictionary and fit in nicely with the story . For example, the Amphibolus Club in the
beginning of the story means ambiguous or equivocal - a marvelous name for a club where
tall tales are exchanged. And Souchong is a variety of black tea from India and that is
generally (very generally) the locale of the story.
Pinkwater fans will be expecting - and will receive - a generous number of made-up words
(I expect Pinkwater would prefer the term neologisms): the report written by the Blue Moose
was written in longhoof; books about moose were titled Who's Moose, Moose Scoul
Handbook, and Forever Antler. And of course the opera the Blue Moose attended was Die
Fliedermoose. If you haven't read authors who like to play with words, try Pinkwater.
-Lillian Heil
PurtiU, Richard . Enchantment at Delphi. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich (Gulliver Books), 1986.
ISBN 0-512-00447-5. 149pp. $14.95.
Studying the ruins at Delphi was all that Alice Grant had planned for her summer in Greece.
Before long, however, Alice has a budding romance underway. And she has to cope with much
more than her present troubles when the ancient Greek gods, the Olympians, draw her back
into the past. Alice's adventures in the past pose some difficult problems - one of which is
the increasing difficulty of returning to her own time.
Purtill has given us a very intriguing (if not completely believable) tale of fantasy,
adventure and romance. The idea of time travel is presented in a decidedly unscientific but
inventive way. Useful observations about Greek culture have been slipped into the story, and
mythology buffs will enjoy watching Alice meet Apollo, Dionysus and Athena. Almost
anyone will find a few pleasant hours in discovering Delphi with Alice. -Joell Goodey
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Rinaldi, Ann. Time Enough for Drums. Holiday House, 1986. ISBN 0-823-40603-2. 249pp.
$12 .95 .
Time Enough for Drums is the story of Jemima Emerson, a fifteen-year-old girl living in
Trenton, New Jersey, during the American Revolutionary War. Jem (as most of the characters
in the book call her) is feisty and strong-willed, and her parents have hired John Reid, a Tory,
to be her tutor. Jem hates John and rebels against his trying to teach her, until she learns a
secret that changes her life.
While most of Jem's family support the revolutionaries, her grandfather and her older,
married sister are Tories, loyal to the King. Jem must deal with these conflicting feelings and
actions as well as watch her two brothers go off to join the American revolutionary forces.
The American armies later retreat through Trenton and Jem must put up with the Hessian
soldiers and the officers of England's army as they invade her home and her life. Through it
all, she grows and learns the price that must be paid for true freedom. She also learns what it
means to love.
Ann Rinaldi is a serious student of the American Revolution, and it certainly shows in her
writing. However, instead of dealing strictly with the facts, she lets us see what is happening
only through Jem's eyes, and thus our understanding of events is limited to what Jem can find
out from her family and friends . This treatment helps us see the coloration between what is
happening (as recorded in the history books) and how the individual colonist felt and reacted
to the actual events.
For the reader who is interested in more detail, the author has added two sections at the end
of the novel: the author's notes give all the dates-and-places details, and the bibliography
supplies references for additional reading on the subject. This is a well written, thoroughly
researched historical novel. -Helen Hoopes
St. George, Judith. Whal's Happening 10 My Junior Year? Putnam, 1986. ISBN 0-39921316-3. 171pp. $13 .95 .
Steppie Emerson has her junior year all figured out: she's found a boyfriend (preppy Roger
Curtis), made the yearbook staff, and kept her grades up. Steppie thinks she has done
everything necessary to make her junior year the best yet.
Her life is turned upside down, however, when her mother inherits (of all things) a pool
table and converts their basement into a pool hall for troubled teenagers - and then decides
to enter the national pool championship herself. Roger is not sure he wants to be associated
with Steppie's suddenly-unconventional family; one of the delinquents is putting the moves on
Steppie, and her mother's new "career" is disrupting life at home. Faced with the shambles of
her plans, Steppie at last realizes that she has to come to terms with what is really important
in her junior year.
Judith St. George's novel is warm and funny and fast-reading. Young adults twelve years of
age and older would probably enjoy reading it. -Colleen Cardon

Sanders, Scott R. Bad Man Ballad. Bradbury Press, 1986. ISBN 0-027-78230-1. 241pp.
$14.95.
After a half-manlhalf-beast giant kills a dwarf on the Ohio frontier in the early nineteenth
A
century, a search is commissioned to bring him to justice. Officially taking part in the search
10-12
is Ely Jackson, a sevcnteen-year-old who has been searching for his brother (his last living 16
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brought to the frontier through science and law, Unofficially joining them is Rain Hawk, a
young half-Frenchlhalf-Indi an woman who was the last to see the dwarf alive, Each begins
the search for reasons not actually related to the giant himself.
The giant is pursued through a long and perilous journey. When he is finally found, he
bonds with Ely. Although they cannot communicate except in sign language, the giant
follows Ely and the others back toward the town . Ely and Owen are burdened, chastened and
inspired by the giant. When Ely begins asking himself whether he really wants to bring the
giant to trial, the decis ion is taken from him when soldiers from the Indian Wars join them,
The giant is imprisoned and, although he could break out at any time, he remains because he
wants to be with Ely , When they reach town, Owen acts as the giant's attorney, a trial is
held, a verdict rendered, and "justice" done.
Valuable elements in this story are: effective use of symbolism to portray the quest for
selfhood and self-respect; acceptance of our "shadow selves" in order to be unshackled by
them; the unfairness of individual men and society in pursuit of such lofty goals as justice; and
the cleansing effect of warranted and expressed sorrow. This book will be useful for those
examining the ideals and realities of self and society. --Carrol Reid
Service, Pamela F, A Question of Destiny . Atheneum, 1986. ISBN ~89-31181-8 . 16Opp.
$12 .95 .
Dan Stratton's father was running for President. But since he had been a Congressman
before Dan was born, it didn't seem like all that big a deal - especially since he hadn't even
received his party's nomination yet. There were still all those primaries to get through.
However, there was one thing that bothered Dan: his dislike for David Greer, one of his
father's advisors. He felt something was wrong with David, perhaps that he ' was a spy and
could not be trusted. Especially was this so after Dan found David's calculator, which had a
separate set of symbols that were unlike anyth ing he had ever seen or could discover
anywhere.
This was the start of Dan's search into David Greer's past - a search he kept secret from
everyone. He found that David was not what he pretended to be, and grew increasingly uneasy.
Later, at the political convention, Dan unexpectedly had to co nfront Greer with what he had
discovered. It was then that he learned the truth, a truth so astonishing that Dan had trouble
taking it in. But Greer had proof of who he was, what he wanted, and what he was there to do .
And to his own surprise, Dan found that he was willing to move into adventure and danger to
help him.
This is an exciting science-fiction story that captures your attention almost from the
beginning. Though a bit slow at first, it is full of adventure and even funny at times.
-Colleen Cardon
Simon, Seymour. Icebergs and Glaciers. Morrow, 1987. ISBN ~88-06186-9. Unpaginated .
$12 .88.
If the mark of a good informational book is to create interest, Simon scores with this work.
With no particular inclination to know more about icebergs or glac iers, I found myself
looking long at th e satellite photos showing how glaciers fit in with the rest of the
landscape. I was intrigued by the fact that glaciers can move as slowly as a few inches per
year or as quickly as a hundred feet per day, and that movement can result from lubrication
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the simple factor that results in the creation of crevasses: the ice moves over a large bump,
bends, and breaks.
Simon caught me because basic questions were answered clearly and cleanly, the information
was put into perspective, the photographs were carefully chosen, and the format varied from
page to page. A first-class job. -Jim Jacobs
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Stoltz, Mary. Ivy Larkin. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1986. ISBN 0-152-239366-8 . 226pp.
$13.95.
Ivy Larkin is facing challenges ·as she grows up in New York during the Depression. Ivy's
mother wants her children to have a good education, so the family must sacrifice in order to
send the children to a private school. Their sacrifices include moving to a smaller apartment
that is close to the school, which means that Ivy must make new friends. Ivy hates the rich
kids at the new school and feels her parents aren't being fair. When Ivy's father loses his job,
Ivy is sure she will be able to return to a public school, but instead, the family must make
additional sacrifices.
Mary Stoltz has written an excellent book for the younger adolescent reader. One is easily
drawn into Ivy's Depression-era world and joins in her joys and frustrations as she faces new
experiences. Stoltz tells a heartfelt story and captures the feelings of fourteen-year-old Ivy as
she develops a new understanding of her parents. -Stephanie Peters
Sufrin, Mark. Focus on America: Profiles of Nine Photographers. Scribner's, 1987. ISBN
0-684-18679-9. 168pp. $13.95.
This book chronicles the lives and work of American photographers who "possessed
conscience and sought to record the truth of their time." In the introduction to his book,
Sufrin states that "the nine photographers in this book gave us, first, a record of the American
past, but their photographs are also artistic visions, sometimes elegiac, often disturbing."
These photographers captured the essence of American life from 1860 to 1950.
Mr. Sufrin portrays the nine photographers (Matthew Brady, William Henry Jackson, Edward
Curtis, Lewis Hine, Dorothea Lange, Bcrenice Abbott, Walker Evans, Margaret Bourke-White,
and W. Eugene Smith) as artists and real people. His lively descriptions make the artists
come to life, and compensate somewhat for the disappointing lack of pictures of the
photographers themselves. The well-written book blends history with human interest in a way
that appeals not only to adolescents but to adults as well.
The book jacket and title are rather stark and unappealing, but once a young reader
(especially one with an interest in photography) selects this book, he will enjoy every page.
-Annette Evans

Tafuri, Nancy. Do Not Disturb. Greenwillow, 1987. ISBN 0-688-06541-4. Unpaginated.
$11.75.
"It was the first day of summer .. ." is the only text in this story of a family's setting up
A
camp in the woods and enjoying the out-of-doors. Each double-page spread shows some
Pre-2
activity - chopping wood, jumping into the pond, fishing, kicking a soccer ball - and the
PB
effect it has on a member of the forest commun ity who was there before the family arrived. A
Fict
woodchuck is chased from a hollow log by the chopping. Jumping into the pond disturbs a
frog. The fishing line frightens a duck. The soccer ball chases quail from the tall grass where
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol7/iss5/3
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they are hiding. As the family members enjoy the offerings of nature, they are blissfully
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unaware of disturbing the animals and birds . When night comes and they crawl into their tent,
the final page shows sleepy heads poking out of the flaps while the air is filled with the loud
night noises made by all the creatures who were disturbed during the day.
Like Tafuri's other picture books for the very young, this deceptively simple book - plain
art and no text - needs a careful look to find the real story. Those who spend the time are
rewarded well. -Jim Jacobs
Wells, Rosemary. Max's Christmas. Dial, 1986. ISBN 0-8037-0289-2. Unpaginated. $7 .95.
In their rabbit home on Christmas Eve, toddler Max and his loving-but-bossy sister, Ruby,
talk about Santa Claus. Max tells her he wants to stay up to see Santa, but she tells him that
is impossible. "Nobody ever sees Santa Claus." He wants to know why. She gives the
standard authoritative and unsatisfying adult answer to hard questions from children:
"BECAUSE!" and the discussion is over. Max sneaks out of bed anyway, waits a long time, and
does see Santa. And best of all, Ruby discovers in the morning that he did, and that she was
wrong.
With laser precision, Wells focuses on emotional truth in sibling relationships.
Downtrodden Max bests his know-it-all older sister, and the rest of the day looks brighter for
everyone who is in on the deal. Satisfying. Charming. Complete. -Jim Jacobs
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